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Flooding causes blackouts

Sandy made landfall at 8
p.m. near Atlantic City, which
was already mostly under
water and saw an old, 50-foot
piece of its world-famous
Boardwalk washed away ear-
lier in the day.   

Authorities reported a
record surge 13 feet high at
the Battery at the southern
tip of Manhattan, from the
storm and high tide com-
bined.   

In an attempt to lessen
damage from saltwater to the
subway system and the elec-
trical network beneath the
city’s financial district, New
York City’s main utility cut
power to about 6,500 cus-
tomers in lower Manhattan.
But a far wider swath of the
city was hit with blackouts
caused by flooding and trans-
former explosions.   

The city’s transit agency
said water surged into two
major commuter tunnels, the

Queens Midtown and the
Brooklyn-Battery, and it cut
power to some subway tun-
nels in lower Manhattan after
water flowed into the stations
and onto the tracks.    

The subway system was
shut down Sunday night, and
the stock markets never
opened Monday and are like-
ly to be closed Tuesday as
well.   

The surge hit New York
City hours after a construc-
tion crane atop a luxury high-
rise collapsed in the wind and
dangled precariously 74
floors above the street. Fore-
casters said the wind at the
top the building may have
been close to 95 mph.   

As the storm drew near, air-
lines canceled more than
12,000 flights, disrupting the
plans of travelers all over the
world.   

Damage and deaths
Storm damage was project-

ed at $10 billion to $20 billion,
meaning it could prove to be
one of the costliest natural
disasters in U.S. history.   

Thirteen deaths were
reported in New Jersey, New
York, West Virginia, Pennsyl-
vania and Connecticut. Some
of the victims were killed by
falling trees. At least one
death was blamed on the
storm in Canada.   

Sandy, which killed 69 peo-
ple in the Caribbean before
making its way up the
Atlantic, began to hook left at
midday toward the New Jer-
sey coast.   

New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie said people were
stranded in Atlantic City,
which sits on a barrier
island. He accused the mayor
of allowing them to stay
there. With the hurricane
roaring through, Christie
warned it was no longer safe
for rescuers, and advised peo-
ple who didn’t evacuate the
coast to ‘‘hunker down’’ until
morning.   

‘‘I hope, I pray, that there
won’t be any loss of life
because of it,’’ he said.   

While the hurricane’s 90
mph winds registered as only
a Category 1 on a scale of five,
it packed ‘‘astoundingly low’’
barometric pressure, giving
it terrific energy to push
water inland, said Kerry
Emanuel, a professor of
meteorology at MIT.    

And the New York
metropolitan area apparently
got the worst of it, because it
was on the dangerous north-
eastern wall of the storm.   

‘‘We are looking at the high-
est storm surges ever record-
ed’’ in the Northeast, said Jeff
Masters, meteorology direc-
tor for Weather Under-
ground, a private forecasting
service. ‘‘The energy of the
storm surge is off the charts,
basically.”

Bounty went down
Hours before landfall, there

was graphic evidence of the
storm’s power.   

Off North Carolina, a repli-
ca of the 18th-century sailing
ship HMS Bounty that was
built for the 1962 Marlon
Brando movie ‘‘Mutiny on
the Bounty’’ went down in
the storm, and 14 crew mem-
bers were rescued by heli-
copter from rubber lifeboats
bobbing in 18-foot seas.
Another crew member was
found hours later but was
unresponsive. The captain
was missing.   

By Jamie Trudell
Special to The Freeman

TOWN OF DELAFIELD –
The Lake Country supper
club is a unique breed.
Focusing on a commitment
to service and tradition,
with ownership that takes a
“hands-on” approach, some
of the area supper clubs
have been delighting diners
for years while others are
new to the area and just hit-
ting their stride. 

Set along the backdrop of
Pewaukee Lake, Dylon’s
Steakhouse opened its doors
less than two years ago, but
has already found its niche.
The newcomer serves up
prime rib, a classic fish fry
and Chef Tommy Aliota’s
specialty, chicken Romano,
among other favorites.
You’ll find linens on the
tables and complimentary
bread to start your meal.
Dylon’s also offers a classic
drink menu and specialty
ice cream drinks. 

“We are the only supper
club in Lake Country that
sticks to the old format,”
said Andrew “Zach” Kirk,
the restaurant’s owner. 

The atmosphere at
Dylon’s also pays homage to
the supper club of old. With
music from the ’30s through
the ’60s, you’ll hear selec-
tions from artists like Glenn
Miller to the Rat Pack. 

Kirk notes that the goal of
Dylon’s Steakhouse is sim-
ple. “To let everyone who
dines with us have a perfect

supper club experience:
good drinks, good food, good
service.”

Another Lake Country
supper club hot spot is the
Butler Inn. Owners Peggy
and Louie Markopoulos
have been dishing up their
classic fare for the past 26
years. 

“Our quality is always
there and it’s consistent,”
said Markopoulos. 

Markopoulos said that
they go the extra mile to
ensure that’s always the
case – where other restau-
rants have managers, the
Butler Inn doesn’t. The hus-
band-and-wife team is on
hand day and night oversee-
ing the restaurant’s opera-
tions. And Markopoulos
can’t help but boast about
her staff, many of whom
have been at the Butler Inn

for years and know the
clientele personally. 

“They really take care of
the people,” said Markopou-
los. “It’s not a job where
they just punch in and
punch out.” 

The Butler Inn’s specials
include surf and turf on
Mondays and Tuesdays,
eight different types of fish
on Fridays, barbecue ribs
on Saturdays and prime rib
on Sundays. But their
proudest dish is Chef
Louie’s Signature Steak. 

Like the other supper
clubs in Lake Country, a

commitment to service is
the key to their success.
When diners visit the Butler
Inn, Markopoulos wants
them to be able to forget
about the cares and worries
of the day. 

“When they come home
from a hard day’s work, they
can come here and smile,”
she said. 

The 5 O’Clock Club is
another Pewaukee Lake
mainstay. Now in its third
and fourth generation of
ownership, the Knutson
family sticks to the tradi-
tions that have been making

their supper club great
since 1929. They are serious
about quality and fun with
food, serving American
favorites like steaks and
pork chops, as well as
lighter and vegetarian fare
and a continuing line of
around the world trendy
items. 

If you’re looking for a
classic dining experience,
the supper clubs of Lake
Country have you covered.
All are welcome and the
warm, close-knit feel will
have you coming back for
time and again.  
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United
Way 

partners
with local
restaurants 

WAUKESHA – Thirty-
three restaurants through-
out Waukesha County have
partnered with United Way
for “United We Dine,” a
program that gives local
restaurants the opportuni-
ty to support the communi-
ty by donating a percent-
age of their customers’
purchases to the United
Way campaign.

United We Dine events
are being held throughout
October and November.
Additional information
about restaurant location
and donation information
can be found at the United
We Dine website,
www.unitedwaywaukesha.o
rg/united-we-dine. 

Any restaurants interest-
ed in joining the program
can call United Way in
Waukesha County at 409-
2421.

■ Thursday – Nashotah
Clubhouse, Nashotah

■Friday – Double D’s
Pub and Eatery, Mukwona-
go

■ Monday – Around the
Lakes Family Restaurant,
Oconomowoc

■ Nov. 6 – Brisco County
Wood Grill, Menomonee
Falls

■ Nov. 7 – Alpine Lanes,
Muskego

■ Nov. 8 – Café One24,
Brookfield

■ Nov. 12 – Sprizzo
Gallery Caffe, Waukesha

■ Nov. 13 – Hardees,
Waukesha

■ Nov. 13 – Seester’s Mex-
ican Cantina, Pewaukee

■ Nov. 14 – Chuck E.
Cheese, Brookfield

■ Nov. 15 – Outback
Steakhouse, Brookfield

■ Nov. 19 – Rochester
Deli, Waukesha

■ Nov. 20 – Blue Bay
Restaurant, Mukwonago

■ Nov. 21 – Michael’s
House of Prime, Pewaukee

■ Nov. 23 – Endter’s
Sports Grill, Hartland

■ Nov. 24 – Endter’s
Sports Grill, Hartland

■ Nov. 26 – The Picnic
Basket, Nashotah

■ Nov. 27 – The Chocolate
Factory, Pewaukee, Wauke-
sha, Oconomowoc, and Elm
Grove

■ Nov. 28 – Ally’s Bistro,
Menomonee Falls

– Freeman Staff

Contemporary dining in the old tradition
Pewaukee Lake supper clubs

offer ambiance, food specialties

Charles Auer/Freeman Staff

A porterhouse steak with a side of crab legs, loaded baked potato, relish tray, fresh bread and
homemade butter are seen recently at Dylon’s Steakhouse in the Town of Delafield.

Andrew “Zach” Kirk stands
behind the bar at Dylon’s Steak-
house in the Town of Delafield.

WAUKESHA – Hurricane
Sandy has prompted both
President Barack Obama
and challenger Mitt Rom-
ney to cancel campaign
appearances in Wisconsin.

Given, then, that the race
remains close a week before
Election Day – particularly
here in the Badger State,
which is doubling as a
swing state – will the cancel-
lations have any particular
impact on either candidate?

Romney was scheduled
for a Monday night rally at
State Fair Park in West
Allis, while the president
had plans for a Tuesday
Green Bay appearance.
Obama has chosen instead
to oversee Sandy’s activity
from Washington, D.C., and
direct any appropriate fed-
eral responses. Romney
decided against coming to
Wisconsin for the first time
since August in the interest
of “sensitivity for the mil-
lions of Americans” in the
hurricane’s path, according
to a statement from his cam-
paign. 

“The only way I think this
could affect the campaigns
would be regarding voter
turnout,” said Joseph Foy,
associate dean and profes-
sor of political science at
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Waukesha. 

At this late stage, there
are relatively few undecided
voters, Foy said.

“Appearances by the can-
didates now are basically
about energizing their cam-
paigns and mobilizing
turnout,” he said. “When

you’re talking about a very
close election, it’s very
important for candidates to
make this kind of direct,
personal connection to the
campaigns, to keep up
momentum.”

What about post-Sandy
appearances by Obama and
Romney in areas hit hardest
by the storm?

As commander-in-chief, it
is of course incumbent
upon Obama to make such
visits. Romney, however,
would appear caught
between the proverbial rock
and hard place regarding
this. 

If the former Mas-
sachusetts governor does
make such an after-the-fact
visit, some will inevitably
criticize him as opportunis-
tic, Foy said. If he doesn’t,
some (maybe the same peo-
ple) would blast him as not
caring about Sandy’s vic-
tims.

“In this case, the governor
has to ignore any criticism
about opportunism and
make the appearances,”
said Foy. “It’s almost imper-
ative that he do this. He has
to show himself as presi-
dential, to show a connec-
tion with people who are
suffering and bring comfort
to them.”

– Steve Van Dien, Freeman Staff

Will hurricane-prompted
cancellations of Obama,

Romney appearances 
in Wisconsin impact

their campaigns?
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chronicled the exact number
of family members as he
traced the family tree.

Prior to Dustin’s analysis,
family members assert they
were unaware of the specific
number of grandchildren in
the family. With the analysis
complete, they say efforts will
be taken to keep the number
updated.

The recent arrival of fifth-
generation family members
was a part of the inspiration
to get an exact count.

“It’s not something you
hear about very often,”
Dustin said.

Villarreal, who retired from
working as a housekeeper at
Waukesha Memorial Hospital
several years ago, said she
maintains a very busy life as
she spends time with her
large family.

“They’re very important to
me – all of them are,” Villar-
real said. “I love spending
time with everyone. I love
having such a big family.
They’re always taking me
here and there. They treat me
well.”

Villarreal and her immedi-
ate family all live in close
proximity, too. All family
members live in Wisconsin;
other than a family in Wiscon-
sin Rapids and another in
Fond du Lac, the majority of

the group is in the Waukesha
area.

Also noteworthy is the
sheer range in age. Taking
into account the three genera-
tions, Villarreal’s oldest
grandchild is 45 years old, and
her youngest is a week old.

Villarreal said large-scale
family gatherings are fre-
quent. Whether it’s a birthday
party or holiday get-together,
events are traditionally held
at parks or other venues to
accommodate the large num-
bers of people in attendance.

“We tend to have a lot of
people at them,” she said. “We
always have a good time. We
have a good time, whenever
we’re together. It doesn’t mat-
ter what we’re doing.”


